Introduction
The deltocephaline leafhopper genus Scaphoideus Uhler includes some of the most beautifully coloured Indian leafhoppers. Members of the genus occur in all zoogeographical regions of the world, and feed and breed on grasses, herbs, shrubs, and trees. Although none of the Old World species of Scaphoideus is known to transmit disease agents, the New World species S. littoralis Ball and S. luteolus Van Duzee transmit western X-disease and flavescence doree of grapes (Nielson, 1979) . Chatterjee (1939) incriminated a species of Scaphoideus as a suspected vector of spike disease of sandal (Santalum album L.); however, this has not been confirmed by later workers. Melichar (1903) and Distant (1908b Distant ( , 1918 together described 17 species of Scaphoideus (type species: Jassus immistus Say) in addition to erroneously recording S. festivus Matsumura from the Indian subcontinent (Freytag, 1976) . Distant (1918) also described one new species each in the genera Hussa (type species: Hussa insignis Distant) and Bola-
